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Do you know the gospel? Perhaps that’s a strange 
question to ask in a church magazine but a recent 
survey revealed that even some involved in church 
leadership were reluctant to give a definition of the 
gospel. That perhaps begs the question asked 
above and invites us to consider – do we really 
know what we believe? What I mean is – would you 
be able to explain to someone who never went to 
church the reason why you believe you need God’s 
forgiveness, why you believe you have received 
that forgiveness and why you are confident of not 
losing God’s favour. 

You may realise that even in asking these questions I am beginning to make 
some assumptions about the what the gospel is and am perhaps starting 
from a point to far in to the gospel story for some people to understand. After 
all – someone might say – who is this God anyway? Aren’t there many or 
maybe none? Perhaps the gospel starts with the question ‘is there a God?’ or 
even ‘is there anyone (or anything) out there?’ 
 
Gospel is itself something of an alien word today. Sometimes it’s used as an 
alternative to the word truth; someone will say ‘is that gospel?’ meaning ‘is 
that the truth?’ But while we may use the word that way the original meaning 
is much closer to the phrase ‘good news’ as in the words ‘this is the Good 
News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God’ from the New Living 
Translation of Mark chapter 1 verse 1. 
 
Having posed a few questions the decent thing might be for me to answer 
them, except that the purpose of the original survey was to determine if 
people knew the gospel and that would seem to be an important issue to 
address. We are a Christian church – and are therefore committed to spread 
the good news. If we are to do that then we ought – all of us – to know what it 
is. That means knowing what we believe – about ourselves, about God, 
about Jesus, about the Bible and about the world as seen from God’s 
perspective. Assuming there is a God (and the Bible never attempts to prove 
God – instead it proclaims him) we are committed to teaching God’s view to 
others. 
 
If we don’t know what we believe – or are inclined to refer the matter back to 
the minister or someone we believe is more competent to answer it – then I �
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Music Review 
The Donut Man Bible Songs - Volume 1 

I like this CD because it has special songs about Jesus, and 
it is very good to listen to on a Sunday. 

I like all the songs but may favourite is ‘In the beginning God 
made the heavens and the earth’. 

If anyone would like to borrow it they can ask me. 
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Integrity Music 

think we’re failing in the task that God entrusted to his disciples. More than 
that – your minister and elders are failing in the task of equipping you to do it. 
Of course if we ourselves are reluctant or unable to give an answer then the 
whole great enterprise stalls from the start. 
 
So we need to know – do you know the gospel? And if you do not know it – if 
you are lacking in the knowledge and confidence to teach others the good 
news concerning Jesus Christ, the Son of God then together we need to 
resolve it. For the apostle Paul making the gospel known this was his life’s 
work, as he reminded one of the churches that he founded and served. ‘I 
consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the 
gospel of God's grace. …I declare to you today that I am innocent of the 
blood of all men. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of 
God. (Acts 20: 24, 26-27) 
I trust for us too it is a matter of such importance that we must do everything 
within our power to ensure we are as capable as is humanly possible of 
completing this task. 
 

�
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This is a photo somebody took of me and the bus sometime ago in Perth.  
Last month I was responsible for 
taking it on a successful 14 day 
tour of Lochalsh, Skye, Harris, 
Lewis, Ullapool, Cromarty and 
Inverness City Centre.�

'Challenger 3' the high-tech multi-
media bus can seat up to 25 
people, who are able to view 
presentations in a mini-cinema, 
complete with 46" flat screen TV 
and surround sound. The bus also 
boasts a separate coffee lounge 
and on board computers with 
Christian games, Bible software 
and internet access, as well as 
live-streamed satellite TV. The bus 
is owned by People With A Mission Ministries (PWAMM), who are a Christian 
charity trust, founded in 1985 and based in Perth.�

On our Western Isles tour, several people came to know the Lord for the first 
time at each venue, as well as the accompanying Gospel evenings in village 
halls.  They proved to be lively and entertaining with singing, talks and real-
life testimonies. May Nicholson, the well-known converted alcoholic from 
Paisley, joined us for the latter part of our tour and 570 people turned up for 
an 'after church' event in Stornoway Town Hall on Sunday 19 July 2009. 

 

�
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Are you sitting too comfortably? 
Sometimes we get complacent about openly practising our faith and attend-
ing Church. Barnabas Fund work amongst persecuted Christians around the 
world. Below are some extracts from their September/October 2009 maga-
zine - Barnabas Aid. 

Martha Samuel, an Egyptian convert from Islam to 
Christianity, was detained, stripped and beaten at Cairo 
airport on 17 December 2008 as she tried to emigrate with 
her family. Her two children witnessed her assault and were 
deprived of food to pressure their mother to return to Islam. 

The judge, who tried her case, imprisoning her for a month, 
told her that if he had a knife he would kill her for leaving 
Islam. 

EGYPT 

Fatima al-Mutairi, a young Saudi woman, learned about Jesus on the internet 
and decided to follow Him. 
When in August 2008 her family noticed the cross on her computer screen-
saver and discovered that she had converted from Islam to Christianity, they 
cut out her tongue and burned her to death. In the last blog that Fatima wrote 
before her death, she found comfort and strength in the opening verse of 
Psalm 27, “The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear?” 
Another Saudi blogger, Hamoud Bin Saleh, has been repeatedly harassed 
and detained by the Saudi police for writing about his conversion from Islam 
to Christianity on his website. 

SAUDI ARABIA 

IRAQ 
Thousands of Christians fled the city of Mosul in terror in October as Sunni 
Muslim extremists launched a fresh wave of threats and violence to purge the 
city of Christians. “We left everything behind us. We took only our souls,” said 
Ni’ma Noail (50), a civil servant who had to abandon his home. At least 14 
Christians, including a 15-year-old boy, were murdered; many of them killed 
execution-style by gunmen. 
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On 20 July 2008 Muslim extremists attacked the Christian 
community in the town of Andulo, Angola. The Muslim mob 
burned three church buildings and assaulted 4 Christians. 
Leti Raimundo, the school-age daughter of a deacon at one 
of the churches, was beheaded. 

Another Christian required 20 stitches in her head. 

Approximately 12,000 Christians were forced out, after leaflets were 
distributed threatening Christians with death unless they converted to Islam. 

ANGOLA 

The Rev. Noble Samuel, a Christian minister at a United Reformed Church in 
London, UK, was attacked by three men in March 2009 on his way to the TV 
studio where he films a Gospel programme. Mr Samuel was born in Pakistan 
and moved to Britain 15 years ago. He does not set out to be confrontational, 
but shortly before the attack his views had been aggressively challenged by 
Muslim callers in a broadcast phone-in. The incident, which has been 
described as a “faith-hate” crime by police, happened when a car pulled in 
front of Mr Samuel and a man came over to ask for directions. The attacker 
opened the car door and started punching 
Mr Samuel and trying to hit his head on the 
steering wheel; he then grabbed Mr 
Samuel’s cross and pulled it off, throwing it 
to the floor. Two other men stole his laptop 
and Bible. The assailants warned Mr 
Samuel, 

“If you go back to the studio, we’ll break 
your legs.” Following the attack, Mr Samuel 
went ahead with his show at studios that 
are owned by local Muslim businessman 
Tahir Ali, who went on air later that day to 
condemn the attacks. 

LONDON 
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Bob’s Bit 
Revival 

Included in my recent reading is a book entitled 
“Glory in the Glen”. It is a history of revivals in 
Scotland during the period 1880 - 1940 and is by an 
Orcadian Tom Lennie and is published by Christian 
Focus. 

We are told that this is an ongoing subject of study 
for the author and that he possessed the best library in Scotland with regard 
to the subject. I can well believe it! 

What encourages me so much is that it is about local rather than national 
revival. I had already read about America and Britain in the 18th century, 
Ireland and Scotland in 1859, Wales in 1904 but just had not realised what 
Scotland experienced in the period under review. 

The author also states that revival went on in Lewis until as late as 1980. 
Kenneth Macrae experienced it in his Skye ministry in 1923 and later in his 
ministry in Lewis. 

There has been a tendency in times past in evangelical circles to try and 
work up revival whereas the Biblical way is to pray it down. Isaiah in chapter 
63 of that wonderful prophecy pleads with the Lord to rend the heavens and 
come down and we should be doing the same. 

Now for the punch line - the Moray coast and its fishing villages experienced 
it from 1880 - 1920. Lossiemouth, 6 miles from Elgin, was favoured in 1923. 

Brothers and sisters if we will but work and pray in faith it can happen again 
in our days when it is so needed! 

If you believe and I believe 
And we together strive 

The Holy Spirit will come down 
And Moray will revive! 

 
Yours in the fight of faith, 

�
����
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Cummings in Canada 
We spent 3 weeks in Canada during August. The 1st week we spent 
travelling through the Rockies. They were stunning. Travelling from Calgary 
to Canmore through Banff up to Kicking Horse in Golden and finally Beaver 
Lake. We saw glaciers, snow, mountains, bears, glacier lakes, big-horned 
sheep, sensational sunsets, rustic cabins and boating on Beaver Lake.  

The temperatures started to soar reaching 30°C as w e came toward 
Vancouver where we met up with our aunt Ally and her dog Ben. The 2nd 
night we were there it was 1 of their annual firework displays but it was 
slightly out done but the spectacular lightening cracking through the sky. 
While we where there we went to her church, it was a fairly new building with 
modern-day stain glass windows of various stories from the bible where we 
'tried' to sing a song in French (my French didn't stretch that far). During the 
rest of the week we did day trips around Vancouver from the aquarium to 
Gastown.  Half way the week the temperature hit 35°C so we were all feeling 
the heat.  

During our 3rd week we went up to Whistler where we saw the various Winter 
Olympic sites for the Ski jump, x-county skiing, biathlon and down hill skiing. 
We also went up Whistler Mountain and did a walk round the top, it was 
amazing, all the mountains around you and all the cold air. Then we did the 
new Peak2Peak gondola over to Blackcombe (not for those scared of 
heights). As it was still hot we spent every evening down at the lake cooling 
off as the sun went down jumping of the dock, swimming and catching tennis 
balls. 

As the holiday drew to a close we all realised just how lucky were all were to 
be half way round the world enjoying ourselves. While we were there the 
county was struggling to control wild fires across many rural areas. It is 
definitely a place we would all go back to. 

 

��	���������
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Banff National Park 
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Katie at Camp 
This year I went to Oswestry Junior 2. We did lots of fun things including a 
people hunt and Looney Olympics. We did the majority of things off-site. That 
included shopping, Alton Towers a visit to an aquarium to touch stingrays and 
swimming, sorry playing in waterworld! There was only one downer, we had 
to go basically everywhere by bus with only two exceptions! On the whole, I 
would definitely go back next year and would recommend it to anyone from 
S1 to S 3 and from S4 to S6. 

�������
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Step by Step in Moray 
Step by Step has now been running at Elgin Youth Café since November 
2008; it is aimed at isolated and vulnerable families, and seeks to provide a 
friendly, relaxed and welcoming environment, enabling them to develop 
friendships and skills which will enhance their lives and, in doing so, show 
Christian love in action. Besides typical parent and toddler activities, we bring 
in speakers every few weeks on such topics as baby massage, first aid, 
careers advice, debt-busting, communication and motor skills and confidence 
to cook and many more. We also plan to do a course called the 21st century 
parent. We provide a befriending, listening function both in the group, on the 
telephone, the internet and in home visits. 

So far...14 families have been involved with the project...with 19 children 
aged 3 and under.  They have travelled in from Lhanbryde, Lossie and even 
Dufftown. Some of the parents are very open to the Christian message, 
which is shown out in the lives of the volunteers. There is talk of 3 baptisms 
and one blessing of wedding vows. 

If anyone wants to help with the project in any way- 
fund-raising, as a volunteer, or giving a donation as a 
Friend of Step by Step in Moray, they can contact me 
on 01343 552330. 

�
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Testimony — Maggie Eaton 
I first began to know the Lord when as a little girl I 
would attend the children’s services in the mission 
hall at the top of Bishopmill Brae.  My parents and 
brothers were not Christians and certainly not 
interested in church but I continued to attend Sunday 
school then church on my own every Sunday.   
 
I remember lying in bed one night when I was about 
13 years old and telling God that the only thing I 
wanted to be was either a nun or a missionary and if 
that wasn’t His plan for my life He might as well take me now. As soon as I 
had made the prayer I began to think that God would never want the likes of 
me to be a nun or a missionary - so that meant I would die that night. When I 
woke up the next morning I thought God had made a mistake, I couldn’t 
understand why I was still alive.  As I grew into my teens, I grew more 
interested in boys and dancing - and sadly church and God began to fade 
away into the background of my life. 
 
Without God’s help and guidance I very soon encountered many difficulties.  
By 17 I had entered into an abusive marriage, which ended in me being 
abandoned, destitute and penniless, with very little sense of self worth and 
with 3 children to support. 
 
By the age of 32, I had re-married.  I had the security of a comfortable home, 
friends and enough money to enjoy life, but some how I knew something was 
missing and I found myself feeling empty.  I couldn’t understand what it was.  
I hadn’t realised I had become a worldly woman, and I was enjoying 
everything I could possibly hope for - all the world had to offer me.  
 
Around this time my grandmother died. She was the dearest person in the 
world to me - the one person in my life I felt I could always depend on.  I 
missed her terribly, and I began to pray. 
 
Then a strange thing began to happen.  A neighbour of mine, who I didn’t 
know particularly well, began to badger me about going to church.  Whenever 
she met me in the street she’d tell me I should go to church.  I got pretty fed 
up with her and realised the only way to stop her was to go.  So one Sunday 
morning we set off together on the bus to St. Andrew’s Church, just outside 
Lhanbryde.  I’d never been in that church before but the moment I stepped 
over the threshold, I just knew with every bit of me that I’d come home.  Much 
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Every word the minister spoke that morning seemed to be just for me. Every 
hymn we sang spoke to my heart, reminding me of the love I once knew so 
well and had turned my back on - the love of my Heavenly Father.  In spite of 
my waywardness, even though I had forgotten Him, God had not forgotten 
me.  He seemed to be speaking directly to me and I knew that whatever it 
was that was missing in my life, somehow this was where I was going to find 
it. 
 
So much to the horror of my husband, friends and family I began to regularly 
attend church again and even joined The New Communicants Class with the 
hope of joining the church.  I wasn’t certain I really wanted to join the church.  
I didn’t want to become a ‘do-gooder’.  What I really wanted was to know was 
whether God was real or not.  With my history I wasn’t sure God would want 
me in His church to be a member of His family, but I was desperate to 
discover if God was real and this seemed to be the only way I was going to 
find out.  
 
At church I was given a copy of the Gospel of St. John to read.  It just so 
happened that there was also a documentary on TV at this time about the life 
of Dr. Martin Luther King the civil rights leader in America which I was 
watching with interest.   As the story of Dr. King story unfolded each week I 
could see parallels between him and Jesus in that both of them knew the 
lives they were leading could easily eventually end in their deaths - yet 
neither of them gave in to the violence and hatred. This really challenged me 
they could have turned their backs, gone off and lived quiet happy lives but 
they didn’t.  I began to think the God they knew must be real and He must be 
greater than all the violence and hatred they faced or they just wouldn’t be 
able to do what they did. 
 
If this were true about God, then this was the God I wanted to know.  So I 
kept searching through prayer by attending church and by reading the 
scriptures. Much to my delight I was accepted by the church as a member.  
Again I thought God had made a mistake by letting me in. I was expecting 
Him to strike me dead at any moment all through the joining service.  I was 
so relieved to survive and committed my life to the Lord realising this was just 
a beginning, but God still wasn’t really real to me. 
 
I continued my search and several months later discovered the scripture 
which says, ’Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’  So taking this to heart when the children were at 
school and my husband was at work I would eat my lunch and have a quiet 
time with the scriptures. 
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One particular day I was at the kitchen sink when I spied a brand new 
caravan in the neighbour’s garden.  I was filled with jealous anger and began 
to rage at God waving my dish mop at Him, complaining how unfair it was 
that she – someone who never went to church, who didn’t care about Him at 
all should get a beautiful caravan  on top of all the other things she got all the 
time!  While I – the one who spent hours praying and attending church, 
reading my bible and doing all I could to live a good clean life got nothing ! 
“It’s just not fair God!”  So in a thoroughly bad mood with God, and feeling 
thoroughly self righteous with myself, I sat down with my bible and my bowl of 
soup and the bible fell open at Matthew chapter 7.  To this day I don’t think I 
read the words - I think they flew off the page and hit me right between the 
eyes. 

‘Why do you complain about the speck in your brother’s eye and ignore the 
log in your own eye!  

In that instance I understood sin and the power of sin to blind us to our folly 
and pride. In that same instance  I knew the holiness, the power and the pure 
grace of God and fell to my knees in repentance. In that instance, at my 
worst, instead of the chastisement I knew I deserved I received grace and 
forgiveness; I found the God Jesus called Father and the God Dr. Martin 
Luther King believed and trusted in. I finally knew God really is real and that 
He cared for me personally.  I knew myself loved, forgiven, but best of all – 
totally accepted.  

Scripture tells us God demands truth in the inner parts (Psalm51v6).  He 
cares about the state of our hearts.  He alone has the power to make them 
clean but it only happens when we come to Him as we are and not as we like 
to think we are.  

All that was over 20 years ago and since then I have become involved 
working full time in Christian service within the Scottish Episcopal Church, so 
I suppose to many I have had what you might call a ‘successful life’.  But 
actually I know that my life is only successful insofar as my heart remains 
clean and pleasing before Him, no matter what the church calls me to be or 
do, or no matter what the world brings my way. 

 

����������
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Responding to Others - Agnostics 
Responding to someone who really doesn’t know if th ere is a God or if 
it matters 
You will know much better than I do how your friends and the people you 
work with think; but for many of them I suspect they may not think much 
about God at all. If they do it will most probably be as some vague memory 
from childhood, some impression of an irrelevant clergyman, uncomfortable 
church and truly awful hymn singing. They very likely are what theologians 
and philosophers would define as agnostic - somebody who believes that it is 
impossible to know whether or not God exists. 

So what might help them? 

Your trust  
This is something that may put people off but is also most certainly a possible 
argument for the existence of God. I don’t mean that you are constantly 
‘rattling their brain’ with arguments for God’s existence, rather that in your 
whole approach to life you demonstrate dependence upon the God you 
serve. It’s very easy to be an arrogant Christian (I’ve been there myself so I 
know) but to be consistently trusting God in every area of life is convincing. If 
you doubt this then read about the impact that Paul made on a largely 
agnostic shipload in a storm (Acts 27:27-44). 

The odds  
There’s a saying among women in Alaska – where there are 8 men to every 
1 woman – that the odds are good but the goods are odd! Well the case for 
the existence of God is one in which the odds are good. One may 
immediately respond that there is no clear evidence for his existence so the 
odds are stacked against it. There is however a couple of things we need to 
take into account 

The first thing is not useful as an argument against or with somebody who 
doesn’t know. Instead it is useful as a reminder to us that their denial and 
doubt can be overcome. It is God’s assertion that he has already planted 
knowledge of himself in everybody’s brain. 

The second thing is the recognition that it requires far greater faith to believe 
this vast, complex and beautiful world came into being as a result of chance 
forces than to believe in one who brought it into being. Indeed when we 
consider the chances of there being a maker we might realise they are not 
negligible at all. After all there is so much that we do not know, so much of 
this universe we have not seen, so much that has not been tabulated and so  
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many enormous hidden areas – both in the human frame and in the 
unexplored corners of the universe that to say we have not yet discovered a 
God is surely to say that we are still only beginning our search. 

The evidence  
In Paul’s view – read his master class in Romans chapters 1 to 8 – there is 
ample evidence in creation for a creator. ‘God's invisible qualities--his eternal 
power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that men are without excuse.’ (Romans 1:20) 

Not content with that he proceeds to speak about the evidence for God in the 
law – both God’s written law as found in the Scriptures and the law found in 
our hearts – the existence of a conscience and the instinctive understanding 
that there is right and wrong. 

So we are asked to consider and conclude that there is evidence for God in 
both the outward and physical world and in the inward spirit and mind of man; 
that there is evidence for God in pagan religion, in theistic religion (such as 
the Jews practised) and in no religion at all (as practised by people who set 
their own moral agenda and determine for themselves right and wrong). 

In other words – somewhere there is an arbiter or judge of right and wrong, 
good and bad. If that judge is you then you or those who taught you are god; 
if that judge is one greater than you then they are god. Therefore somehow 
and somewhere there is a god. For each one of us we must search until that 
search reveals the god or God. 

Are they looking? 
To talk about a search brings us to the point of possible conflict, for 
somebody who doubts that God can be known is a person who believes 
something. They believe that God cannot be known; that is they have 
become convinced that God cannot be proven. They have made up their 
minds. That person may say they are open to the evidence but very often 
because they believe God cannot be known they are not truly open minded 
about it. They may in fact be the opposite of Paul who spoke of being 
convinced about  God; they are convinced against  him. If that is the case 
then is there any hope? Is there any possibility we may able to persuade 
them to change their mind? 

Absolutely! Not that we will be able to persuade by mere human argument 
but rather that in presenting the case for a God we are giving the person with 
doubts material that God may then use by his Spirit to lead them to 
repentance and faith. 



Page 15 EFC NEW S -  Autumn 2009 

Quotes 

Jokes 

If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, the only 
logical explanation is that I was made for another world. 

C.S. Lewis 

Christ is not valued at all unless He is valued above all." �

Augustine 

I have a great need for Christ; I have a great Christ for my need. 

C.H. Spurgoen 

Will power does not change men. Time does not change men. Christ does .�

Henry Drummond 

Eternity to the godly is a day that has no sunset; eternity to the wicked is a 
night that has no sunrise. 

Thomas Watson 

Kids views on the Old Testament! 

In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, God got tired of 
creating the world, so he took the Sabbath off.  

Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was called Joan 
of Ark. Noah built an ark, which the animals come on to in pears. 

Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where they made unleavened bread 
which is bread without any ingredients.  

The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still 
and he obeyed him. 



Morning Service  
10.30am - Pre-service prayer time in the 
small hall. 
11am - A crèche, and Sunday School are 
available during the service. 

Evening Service  
6pm 
2nd Sunday of month - 6.30pm - Dufftown 
Memorial Hall. 

Youth Fellowship  

7.15pm - The YF is held on the 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month throughout term 
time. Anyone aged 9+ welcome. 

SUNDAY 

WEDNESDAY 
Midweek Meeting  
7.30pm - Our weekly meeting for prayer 
and Bible study. 

For further details contact -  

Rev Colin Morison 

Tel - 01343 542196 

Email - 
colin@elginandforresfreechurch.com 

THURSDAY 
Road to Recovery  
12 noon - Light lunch and chat for anyone 
struggling with addictions. 

TUESDAY 

Prayer for Schools  
12.45pm - Fortnightly prayer time for 
schools throughout the term. 

Elgin & Forres Free Church of 
Scotland is a charity registered in 

Scotland, No. SC016070 


