
�����������	�
����

�����������	
����

��������������


����
��
�����

���������	�


�����
������


�����
���


���������	�

��������	�

����������

�

�������������������������
�������

����������	�

��������������������������� of�������� ������������!�
��������� ����������� "�#�$���%&'%(% �



As the end approached, Jade Goody started to put 
things in order…her stated reason for wanting to be 
baptized along with her children was: ‘I want them 
to try to get to know Jesus, because if they get 
to know Jesus hopefully we will be able to keep 
in touch in future ’; subsequently, she is reported 
as having told them she was not expecting to be 
enclosed in heaven, but would reappear as a star in 
the sky...the striking thing about all this is that it 
reflects a broadly conventional Christian 
worldview…the big question for Christians is how to 
journey with such individuals in order to move forward in our own 
understanding of where God is at work in the culture, as well as becoming 
channels of grace into the lives of others.  Is the challenge to the church to 
look beyond the ignorance and wishful thinking of such statements about 
heaven and eternity, and locate the longing behind it? Is our task not so 
much to ‘correct’ our culture’s fuzzy beliefs, as answer its call? ** 

 
Well – is Jade’s view a broadly conventional Christian worldview or simply a 
broadly conventional worldview – minus the Christian? 
 
A story was told by a Christian apologist that went something like this: 
 

You’re in a car with someone and they’re driving the car in 
completely the wrong direction. If you stay in the car you’ll not get 
where you want to go. You have to get out of the car.  
 

If we journey with people who are patently journeying in the wrong direction 
then we have no alternative but to – at some stage – correct a person’s 
‘fuzzy’ beliefs because these fuzzy beliefs (like the car driver’s fuzzy 
directions) are taking them away from God. It was clearly the case when 
Jesus spoke to the people of his time. ‘You have heard it said...but I say to 
you’ was often a signal that Jesus was about to challenge a convention. Paul 
too challenged what people believed. In the ancient Turkish city of Lystra the 
people wanted to regard him as a god; he speedily corrected them and 
suffered as a consequence.  
 
The same happened in Athens where he challenged the people about their 
multiplicity of gods and invited them to put their trust in the one true God. �
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Paul’s attitude and approach is helpful to us. While addressing the way they 
worshipped he was not afraid to point out the inadequacies. You worship 
what you don’t know, he said to them.  
 
Immediately he moved on to an invitation to get to know the One to worship. 
In effect he is saying – get out of the car with me and let’s go a different way, 
for there is only one way to heaven and that is through Jesus Christ. One of 
the implications of the opening statement is that we could somehow ‘answer 
the call’ of the people around us without correcting their false assumptions or 
ignorance. That however will surely not be effective – for how can we worship 
a God we do not know? 
 
But Paul did not simply preach – he addressed their situation. He looked 
around Athens and knew what the Athenians did. He observed and was able 
to conclude they were headed in the wrong direction. Likewise the Lord 
Jesus looked at all that was going on (for example in temple worship) and 
came to his own conclusions. Like Jesus and like Paul we need to start by 
making an effort to understand what it is that the people of our time want, and 
what it is they do when they worship. Like the people of Athens perhaps 
many of them are searching for God and would welcome some direction from 
those who have come to know him through the Scriptures. 
 
Ultimately, though, we have to get to know him on his terms. If somebody 
desires a life after death that is modelled around their particular needs and 
fashioned according to their beliefs they can have just that – but it won’t be 
God’s paradise. For a world defined by my personal requirements will focus 
upon my needs and not upon the God who is there. In those circumstances it 
is me that becomes the god! While that may satisfy me it can never satisfy 
others – and more importantly is a paradise that excludes Jesus for instead 
of him I am at the centre and he is (presumably) outside. 
 
And so while it is vitally important to listen to the call – the longing – of the 
people around us it will do them no good if we do not tell them where true life 
is to be found. It will do no good to listen to their longings if we fail to direct 
them properly to the only place where those longings can truly be satisfied. 
 

������
 
** Taken from http://2churchmice.wordpress.com/2009/ 
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According to surveys about 15% of Romania’s inhabitants suffer from some 
form of addiction. 
 
The number of those suffering due to addiction is astonishingly large, if we 
add to this percentage those family members whose quality of life is severely 
damaged because one or more of their close relatives consumes large 
amounts of alcohol or have an addiction to drugs, medicine or gambling. 
 
Alcoholism claims the greatest proportion of victims of addiction.  A signifi-
cant quantity of alcohol is consumed on most social and family occasions.  
Men are considered to be ‘real men’ in so far as they can consume a great 
amount of strong drink. 
 
At the same time, society can do little to help those addicted people whose 
general condition deteriorates to the degree that they are unable to fulfil their 
social and family obligations.  These people are derided as ‘drunken 
pigs’ (though previously they had been lauded as ‘real men’), and they are 
subjected to disdain or mockery. 
 
The purpose of Bonus Pastor Foundation is to provide practical help to those 
whose social environment considers them to be a burden and beyond hope.  
We are incapable of fulfilling this mission by relying on our own resources, 
and therefore we need the love of Jesus Christ, the ‘Bonus Pastor’ (Latin for 
Good Shepherd). 
 
At the same time, we consider professionalism to be very important.  We 
firmly believe that psychological and medical knowledge and training are 
means by which God enables us to do this work effectively. 
 
We provide both short and long-term therapy, local support groups and after 
care conferences.  We seek to raise public awareness through presentations 
in schools, churches and public events, and our children’s camps support 
children of addicts. 
 
 


�����
�����������������
The Therapy Centre, Ozd 
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Levente Horváth, minister and founder member writes -  

There is always a sense of humour in the bare fact that after 15 years of 
working with addicts I am still learning what an alcoholic is. Simply because I 
never was one, I am fully aware of the fact that I will never be able to know, 
from the inside, who an alcoholic is. And so, I can sympathize with the 
spouse or child or parent of an alcoholic. They, too, have no idea, not the 
slightest at all, who the person living the closest to them is. If you don’t 
believe me, just come and visit our group for the family members of the 
addicts in Cluj. There I can see how difficult it is to understand them, though 
this is absolutely crucial for those who are closely related to the addict. 

No wonder Jim and Joe, two ex-residents of the 
Therapy Centre invited George, a current resident, to 
spend his free weekend at Jim’s house in his village. 
George had no family or home and had nowhere to 
go. Imagine what he felt when he saw the nice 
gesture of Jim, offering him a wonderful chance! 

Every day Joe travelled to Jim’s house from the neighbouring city to see 
them and spend as much time as possible with them, while George was there 
“on leave”. On Sunday morning Joe could not catch the bus in time and was 
too late to go to church with them. Never mind, they told Joe, and took their 
Bibles and read the passage they had heard in church for Joe. Then they 
shared with him what had warmed their hearts in the sermon that morning. A 
pleasant discussion issued from it and they where rejoicing in the mutual 
encouragement they could get out of it. A repeated worship at home, indeed! 

That same night George fell terribly ill. The two friends took him in to hospital. 
The doctor was completely fascinated, he told us after the operation. There 
were two gentlemen attending George and looking after him the whole time, 
(you know George, the alcoholic client from the rehab, don’t you? Of course 
we know!) treating him like their own brother. Who were they? Well, they 
were once clients too, we answered. 

I heard Jim, the doctor continued, addressing Roma (Gypsy) friend, in a sur-
prising way: “My brother”, well that is unusual when so may people look down 
on the Roma people and I knew for sure they cannot be relatives at all. Three 
brilliant gentlemen, indeed, smiled the doctor. Well, I knew their secret and 
yet I still wonder if I will ever understand this mystery! 

Please remember to pray for this work.  If you would like to donate to Bonus 
Pastor this can be done through the website at www.bonuspastor.ro 
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This year is the 500th anniversary of the birth of the 
reformer John Calvin born in 1509 in Noyon in 
France. It is probably true to state that he is revered 
and loathed throughout the world in equal measure, 
and even within the church itself he can cause 
controversy! 

The facts of his life suggest diligent study from an early age which probably 
shortened his life for he died in his mid fifties. He was clearly also a great 

pastor and Biblical scholar as his sermons, Bible 
commentaries and institutes of the Christian religion 
confirm, yet he realised the need for a balance of rest and 
work It has been said he enjoyed a game of bowls on a 
Sunday afternoon! What some of those who worship in the 
reformed tradition will make of that last fact I hesitate to 
suggest! 

I believe Calvinism does justice to the whole Bible that it is 
Christianity rightly understood. In it’s broadest sense it 
refers to a system of life that brings theological reflection 

to bear on all aspects of human experience in religion, politics, science and 
the arts. In short a life system for the present and future. 

Many people inside and outside the church object to the little they know of 
Calvinism and then it’s usually to do with what are known as the “5 points” 
which can be summarised by using the word TULIP as an acrostic:- 
 

TOTAL DEPRAVITY - Original sin or a universal deformity of human nature 
(Psalm 51:5) 

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION - Divine choice. An expression of free and 
sovereign grace (Rom 8:29-30, Eph 1:3-14, 2 Thes 2:13-14, 2 Peter 1:10) 

LIMITED ATONEMENT - Particular redemption (John 6:37, John 10:27) 

IRRESISTIBLE GRACE - Effectual calling and conversion (Rom 1:6, Gal 
1:15, Eph 4:4, John 10:3-4)�

������������
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PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS - Preservation - Jesus Christ through the 
Holy Spirit preserves them. (John 6:37-40, John 10:28-29, Rom 8:34, Heb 
7:25, Phil 1:6, Heb 3:6)�
Many people today want a God they can be comfortable with, which usually 
means when they need him but otherwise just want to get on with a life of 
pleasing themselves! From what they have heard of God they know he is a 
God of love, but they don’t seem to realise that he can be a jealous God 
(Exodus 20:5) and an angry God (Deut 9:20) and that one day they will be 
called to account. Until the Holy Spirit converts them and brings them to 
Christ they won’t realise that “we are not sinners because we sin, but we sin 
because we are sinners”. 

I believe in a manifestation of the Christian principle that is given to us in 
Calvinism. In Calvinism my heart has found rest, for it’s what I believe 
Scripture teaches.  

Yours in the fight of faith, 

����	
��
�
���
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George Muller was a thief when he was younger and 
spent time in jail for his crimes. Brother Andrew grew up in 
Holland during the second World War and played tricks on 
German soldiers. Nicky Cruz grew up in a family where 
spirit worship was a regular occurrence. He became a 
very angry young man, out to cause trouble. 
 
What happened to these young boys and how did God make them into men 
who changed their world? Read how George Muller was finally trusted with 
millions of pounds. Discover how Brother Andrew grew up to be a smuggler 
of Bibles. Read how Nicky Cruz was rescued from self-destruction and 
eventually went on to begin one of the largest youth organisations reaching 
out to hurt and confused young people throughout the world. 

���������	���������������	�����
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"Scotland is dry tinder ready to catch fire."  

Luis Palau said these words 30 years ago, in 1979 
at the start of his three-year crusade throughout 
Scotland that encompassed nearly a dozen cities.  

Fast forward to today. Luis' passion to reach all of 
Scotland with the Good News of Jesus Christ has 
only intensified.  

Two ministers separately came to Luis at the 
Keswick Convention two years ago asking him to 
consider returning to the Highlands for another far-
reaching, deeply impacting evangelistic campaign. Now, more than seventy 
congregations and ministries have committed to participating in this historic 

outreach.  

Luis and a team of evangelists will visit towns and 
villages scattered across the Highlands for one-
day evangelistic outreaches, and the culminating 
festival will be in Inverness 19-20 June at Bught 
Park.  
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Feeling footloose and frisky, a feather-brained fellow forced his fond father to 
fork over the farthings and flew to foreign fields and frittered his fortune, 
feasting fabulously with faithless friends. 

Fleeced by his fellows, and facing famine, he found himself a feed-flinger in a 
filthy farmyard.  Fairly famishing, he fain would have filled his frame with 
foraged food from fodder fragments. 

"Fooey!  My father's flunkies fare finer," the frazzled fugitive forlornly fumbled, 
frankly facing facts.  Frustrated by failure and filled with foreboding, he fled 
forthwith to his family.  Falling at his father's feet, he forlornly fumbled, 
"Father, I've flunked and fruitlessly forfeited family favour!" 

The farsighted father, forestalling further flinching, frantically flagged the 
flunkies to fetch a fatling from the flock and fix a feast. 

The fugitive's fault-finding brother frowned on fickle forgiveness of former 
folderol.  But the faithful father figured, "Filial fidelity is fine, but the fugitive is 
found!  What forbids fervent festivity?  Let flags be unfurled.  Let fanfares 
flare" 

And the father's forgiveness formed the foundation for the former fugitive's 
future faith and fortitude. 

"��������#���
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From http://www.cairparavel.free-online.co.uk/aqui/Homepge.html 

Spaces are still available at the following Free Church camps:  
 
• Blaithwaite has 6 boys places and 6 girls places - 18 to 25 July 
• Dunbar Junior (P6-P7) has 10 places - 18 to 25 July 
• Johnshaven Junior Football has 8 places - 17 to 24 July 
 
For information about any of these camps please call 01463 790977. 

!�������������)*��
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Rosie Nicol is 15 years old, lives in Elgin and is in 
S4 at Elgin Academy. She has been my best friend 
since we were 3 years old. I think I am one of the 
people who know her the most. Rosie is a Christian,  
and had a Believers Baptism in March 2009. She is 
now a member of Elgin Baptist Church. Rosie has 
agreed to share her testimony with the readers of 
Elgin Free Church News and to answer my 
questions. 
 
When did you first begin to feel that you wanted to  have a relationship 
with Jesus? 

Well, I’ve been going to church all my life with my family and so I’ve always 
known about Jesus. Throughout primary school I didn’t think much about it. I 
would tell people that I was a Christian and I believed in God, but it didn’t 
mean anything to me on a personal level. When I started the Academy, I 
started to think about it a bit more. I knew that I wasn’t a proper Christian, 
and that I wouldn’t go to heaven but I just couldn’t believe any of it. I 
remember being really jealous of Christians at my church because they 
seemed to have something special in their lives and they seemed so content 
with everything and I wanted that too. I knew that what they had was Jesus, 
but I didn’t believe in Jesus or God and what they could do. This confused 
me, but I gave my heart to Jesus in February 2007, at a Youth Event ran by 
our church called Horizon, and suddenly I no longer needed proof of God. I 
just knew that I needed Him in my life. 
�
How important is Jesus to you? 

Jesus is very important to me. Throughout the past few years I can see many 
things that I have done and situations that I have come through that I know I 
would never have managed without Jesus. I have a new outlook on life and 
my future, and I don’t care what people think about me anymore because I 
know the only person I have to please is God. I know now that I don’t have to 
worry about anything because God is in control. Even in situations like coping 
with exams and being at school, I know that I wouldn’t have the same 
peacefulness about it as I do, if I didn’t have Jesus. So yes, He is very 
important in my life, because he’s my purpose and my reason for everything��
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A Believer’s Baptism is not something we have in El gin Free Church. 
Can you tell us a little bit about it? 

It’s basically just a symbol of your faith. The Bible talks about people 
believing then being baptised. That is what makes it different to a 
Christening. I was christened when I was a baby because of my parents’ 
choice to welcome me into the church of God, but Baptism is something I 
chose to do myself. I wanted to publicly confess my faith in Jesus, that He is 
the only means of salvation, and to receive the Holy Spirit. It follows belief 
and is a personal choice. 
 
Can you tell us about the challenges of being a Chr istian teenager, and 
specifically, being a Christian at school? 

Yes, it is hard at school because there are so many different types of people 
and some of them I just don’t get on with, but my faith teaches me to try to 
love them as much as I love my friends. I think this is the hardest thing to do 
because some of what people do and say and even think really upsets me 
and it’s hard not to join in. Things like sick jokes, making fun of people, 
getting drunk, stealing etc are what a lot of people in my school do. It’s hard 
to pull yourself away from those situations and not join in laughing or 
agreeing with a nasty comment, but I know that Jesus puts us in to those 
situations so that we can stand up for what we believe and tell others about 
Him and why we’re different. 
 
Are your friends supportive of your beliefs? 

Most of the time, yes. In my group of five friends, three of us go to church. 
This is very good because I know that they won’t mind if I don’t join in with 
something and they know that church and Christian principles are important 
to me. The other two know that I am a Christian and respect it most of the 
time, but they have picked on me in the past for saying certain things and 
going to the Christian Union at our school. Most of the time I am thankful for 
the friends I have because I can have a good time with them, but it’s safe fun 
and I know I can be myself. 
 
Do you think it is important for people to know tha t you are a Christian? 
If so, how do you let them know? 

I think it is important because if I don’t tell people I am a Christian, then a lot 
of people would have a very wrong idea of what a Christian is. I try to 
promote the Christian way of life in what I do as being a wonderful lifestyle 
full of hope and kindness. I hope and pray that the way I live my life will show 
people something of God because, for some people, it’s the only Christian 
experience they’re going to get. 



Page 12 EFC NEWS—Summer  2009 

How do you see your relationship with God progressi ng in the future? 

I hope that my relationship with God strengthens in the future. I know that it’s 
going to get harder when I leave home and have to find new friends and a 
new church and I have no parents there to keep me right. I know that 
temptation will be harder, but I just hope that I will stay close to God and that 
I can find new Christian friends to support me. 

 
Do you think your Christian faith will influence yo ur choice of university 
course and, perhaps, also your career? 

Yes, definitely. I know already that I want to do something with my life that 
will please God and help other people. God has given me many talents and 
abilities and I want to use them for His work. I would love to do a short term 
mission trip quite soon, maybe as a gap year, and later on, after university, 
my dream is to go to Bible College for a year and then open and run a 
Christian orphanage in another country and share the gospel with people. I 
know that the only reason I want to do that is because of God’s love in me 
wanting to help and love other people and lead them to Him. 

 
Thank you, Rosie, for agreeing to this interview, a nd for answering my 
questions. 

�����������
���

�
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'Is daily bible reading a must?' 
 
Every day I eat. Some days I eat more than other days but I always eat every 
day. The only times I don’t eat are when I am ill or have been ordered by the 
doctor not to eat. There are a variety of reasons for this. I enjoy eating; I love 
food. All kinds of food. I am also in the habit of eating. From a very early age I 
was taught that three good meals a day are good for you. I eat because I’m 
hungry. When I get up in the morning I feel hungry; by 12.30 I’m hungry 
again, and by 6pm I’m ready for another feed! Eating is more than a 
response to hunger – it is convivial. When I meet friends it’s ‘for a coffee’ or 
‘for lunch’. It’s a way of getting together with other human beings. (I never sit 
down for a sandwich with the dog!) In normal circumstances nobody has to 
force me to eat! 
 
Why am I going on about eating? I’m sure you can guess. We so often hear 
the Bible referred to as ‘daily bread’. Like eating food reading the Bible is 
enjoyable, it satisfies our minds and our spirits. It feeds us – in the sense of 
making us stronger in understanding God’s desires and giving us greater 
ability to conform to these wishes. 
 
But is daily Bible reading a must? Is it ‘required’? I think the best way to 
answer that is to recall what Paul said to Timothy about the Bible – it’s able to 
ensure you are thoroughly equipped to do good. Now if that is the case then 
why would you not  read the Scriptures every day? Perhaps some days you 
may not read as much as other days; possibly sometimes you might like to 
read the Scriptures with others, and on a regular bases you may think about 
giving over most of a day to little else but reading and study of what God has 
written. Hopefully nobody will have to force you to do it! And in all likelihood if 
you don’t want to read your Bible that’s an indication that something’s wrong 
and perhaps you should consider a consultation with your Counsellor – who 
is very well equipped to advise and direct you…about spiritual food. 
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The Gospel commands the Sinner to Come and the Christian to Go. 

D.L.Moody 

Exercises Nobody Needs: 
 
1. Jumping to conclusions 
2. Running around in circles 
3. Wading through paperwork 
4. Passing the buck 
5. Pushing your luck 
6. Throwing your weight around 
7. Jumping on the bandwagon 
8. Spinning your wheels 
9. Dragging your feet 
10. Adding fuel to the fire 
11. Climbing the walls 
12. Grasping at straws 
13. Firing back 
14. Sneaking around 
15. Stretching the truth 

We contribute nothing to our salvation except the sin from which we need to 
be saved. 

William Temple 

"God has given to man a short time here on earth, and yet upon this short 
time depends eternity." 

Jeremy Taylor 

Faith sees the invisible, believes the unbelievable, and receives the 
impossible. 

Corrie Ten Boom 

Our love to God is measured by our 
everyday fellowship with others and the 
love it displays. 

Andrew Murray 

Time is not commodity that can be 
stored for future use. It must be invested 
hour by hour, or else it is gone for ever. 

Thomas Edison 
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Who was the worst lawbreaker in the Bible?  
Moses. Because he broke all 10 commandments at once.  

At what time of day was Adam created? 
A little before Eve  

When was the first meat mentioned in the Bible?  
When Noah took Ham into the ark.  

Why was everyone in Biblical times so poor? 
Because there was only one Job! 

A woman went to the Post Office to buy stamps for her Christmas cards. 
"What denomination?" asked the clerk. "Oh, dear! Have we really come to 
this?" said the woman. "Well, give me 50 Catholic and 50 Baptist ones.” 

Abraham bought himself a fancy new computer. He was showing it to Isaac 
one day. "Look at all the wonderful programs it has on it. And look at all the 
fantastic things it can do..." 
Isaac was impressed, but a little concerned..."But dad, I don't think your 
computer has enough memory." 
Abraham said "Don't worry son; the Lord will provide the RAM."  

Several Nuns were in their second floor convent one night when a fire broke 
out.   

The Nuns took their habits off and tied them together to make a rope 
to get out of the building via the window. 
After they were safely on the ground and out of the building, a news 
reporter came over to one of the Nuns and said to her, "Weren't you afraid 
that the habits could have ripped or broke since they are old? 
The Nun Replied, "No, don't you know old habits are hard to break". 



Morning Service  
10.30am - Pre-service prayer time in the small hall. 
11am - A crèche, Sunday School and Bible class are available 
during the service throughout term time. 

Evening Service  
6pm 
2nd Sunday of month - 6.30pm - Dufftown Memorial Hall. 

Youth Fellowship  

7.15pm - The YF is held on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month 
throughout term time. Anyone aged 9+ welcome. 

���
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Midweek Meeting  
7.30pm - Our weekly meeting for prayer and Bible study. 

����
�������	�����
���������� �

Rev Colin Morison 

Tel - 01343 542196 

Email - colin@elginandforresfreechurch.com 

Newsletter -   

newsletter@elginandforresfreechurch.com 

�����
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Road to Recovery  
12 noon - Light lunch and chat for anyone struggling with addictions. 

SMART Recovery  
7pm -  Self help group for anyone struggling with addictions. 

� �
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Prayer for Schools  
12.45pm - Fortnightly prayer time for schools throughout the term. 
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The ladies meal will be on Monday 8th June, 7:30pm at the Albahar Indian 
Restaurant, High Street, Elgin.  

�����
�
  

On Sunday 12th April Joshua was baptised. 

He looked extremely cute in his kilt and was “the quietest child” Colin had 

On Sunday 28th June Grace Urquhart will be baptised. 

��������������� �����  

There will be a Congregational Outing on Saturday 13th June to Findhorn 
Beach. 

Please meet at the Car Park nearest the beach at 12 o’clock. Bring your own 
packed lunch and plenty of energy for the races! 

If it’s wet weather we’ll meet in the church. 
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Colin and Christine and family will be away for three Sundays during the 
Summer holidays. 

On Sunday 19th Edward Holloway will preach at both services.  

On Sunday 26th Bart Buell will conduct the services and on Sunday 2nd  John 
Waugh will be the preacher. 

On Sunday, 21st June there will be a family service with the presentation of 
books and to the Crèche and Sunday School children.  

�������!������  
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Bob Henderson was inducted to the 
Kirk Session on  24th May.  

We wish Bob well in his new role 
within the congregation. 

�������������������  

On Sunday 14th June Neil Macmillan will speak during the morning service; 
this will be followed by a congregational lunch. Neil has been temporarily 
released from his pastoral work at Kirkcaldy to visit congregations around the 
country on behalf of the Home Missions Board.  

He will be speaking to us about some of the positive work he has 
experienced in various places around Scotland and bringing some 
encouragement to us as we begin a further 5 year spell as a redevelopment 
charge. Neil will help us to think about the kinds of things we could plan to do 
in order to develop further our work of mission in Moray. Please take this 
opportunity to stay and make your views known and see how you can 
become more involved in the life and work of the congregation. 
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Summer Mission 
Consideration was given to holding a children’s holiday club for a week 
during the Summer and we asked for your comments. The few comments we 
did receive were most helpful so have decided that at present we do not have 
sufficient resources to hold this type of event. 

 

Joint Meetings 
On a more positive note we plan to have regular joint Prayer meetings with 
the Baptist Church in September and hope to have a date for this soon. 

 

Petition for renewal of Redevelopment status 
As you are aware the Petition sent by Presbytery on our behalf to the 
General Assembly has now been debated. The report went through the 
Assembly with no amendments, but as yet we are waiting to hear the final 
confirmation of us receiving another five years extension to our 
Redevelopment status. 

 

Child Protection Co-ordinator 
Patricia Kemp has been our Child Protection Coordinator (along with Lesley 
Morrison who is the Assistant Coordinator) for the last number of years. She 
now wishes to leave this role and so we are looking for a new Child 
Protection Coordinator. 

 

Tasks within the church 
We are very aware that we are all busy people with many responsibilities and 
demands made on us on a daily basis. As a result we can find it difficult to 
give time to take on jobs within the Church. 

We are currently preparing a list of all the jobs being undertaken in the 
Church to help spread the work to more members within the congregation 
thus making more use of the congregations skills and talents. 
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7th June - John & Alice 

14th June - Don & Shelagh 

21st June - Colin & Yvonne 

28th June - Richard & Marie 

5th July - Helen & Maureen 

12th July - Glen & Katrin 

19th July - John & Sylvia 

26th July - John & Alice 

2nd Aug - Don & Shelagh 

9th Aug - Colin & Yvonne 

16th Aug - Richard & Marie 

23rd Aug - Helen & Maureen 

30th Aug - Glen & Katrin 

7th June - Christine & Mina 

14th June - Richard & Marie 

21st June - Glen & Katrin 

28th June - Tony & Maureen 

5th July - Grant & Fiona 

12th July - George & Helen 

19th July - Colin & Yvonne 

26th July - John & Alice 

2nd Aug - John & Elizabeth 

9th Aug - John & Sylvia 

16th Aug - Christine & Mina 

23rd Aug - Richard & Marie 

30th Aug - Glen & Katrin 
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7th June - George & Helen 

14th June - Tony & Maureen 

21st June - Dougal & John U 

28th June  - John C & Bob 

5th July - George & Helen 

12th July - Tony & Maureen 

19th July - John K & Sylvia 

26th July - Dougal & John U 

2nd Aug - John C & Bob 

9th Aug - George & Helen 

16th Aug - Tony & Maureen 

23rd Aug - John K & Sylvia 

30th Aug - Dougal & John U 
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YF  Dates for  this session are - 
 
7th June 
21st June 
5th July 
 
We hope to have some activities 
during the Summer hols - I’ll 
keep you posted. 
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One day King Nebuchadnezzar decided to build a huge image made of gold 
that stood 90 feet high. 

He then made an announcement.  "People of all languages, when you hear 
the music, you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said 
so.  Whoever does not obey and worship the statue will immediately be thrown 
into a fiery furnace." 

The problem with this is God does not want us to worship anything or anyone 
other than Him.  

Why would we want to pray or worship something that isn't real, something 
that can't answer our prayers or help us? 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing 
and they bowed down to worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Some of the king's workers saw that they 
would not bow down to the image so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

The men were brought before the king, "Is it true that you will not bow down 
and worship the image of gold that I have made? If you don't you will be 
thrown into a fiery  furnace.  Then what god will be able to save you?" 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the 
king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, if we are thrown into the furnace, the God we 
worship will save us.  But even if he doesn't, we want you to know, that we will 
not worship the image of gold you have set up." 

The furnace was heated way hotter than usual and soldiers took the three men 
and threw them into the furnace. 

Then king Nebuchadnezzar jumped to his feet in amazement and asked his 
advisors, "Weren't there only three men thrown into the fire?"  They replied, 
"O, yes king."  He said, "Look!  I see four men walking around in the fire, 
untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came to the furnace and shouted "Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out!  Come here!" 

So the three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on 
their head burned, all their clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them 
at all. 

At that moment Nebuchadnezzar knew that they worshipped a real God not 
some fake statue. 
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